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July !, "#$% 
 
 
Dear Mr. Kiriakou, 
 
We are admirers of your bravery in the face of unspeakable adversity, 
and we write to you today on behalf of PEN Center USA, the West 
Coast branch of PEN International, the renowned human rights and 
literary arts organization.  
 
Each fall, at our Literary Awards Festival, PEN Center USA honors 
the best writing in the western United States. At this event, we also 
present four prestigious honoree awards that aren’t tied to 
geography, including the First Amendment Award. In "#$&, the award 
recognized Glenn Greenwald and Laura Poitras, and, in recent years, 
the award has been given to outspoken and uncompromisingly 
principled individuals such as Chris Hedges, Robert Scheer, and the 
late Charles Bowden.  We are writing today to ask if you would 
accept the First Amendment Award at the Literary Awards Festival in 
the fall of "#$%. 
 
PEN Center USA’s mission is threefold: we aim to stimulate and 
maintain interest in the written word, to foster a vital literary culture, 
and to defend freedom of expression domestically and 
internationally. We do this by offering signature “Freedom to Write” 
programming, inspired by the belief that people should be able to 
read and write freely.  
 
Since $''!, our Emerging Voices Fellowship has provided support for 
writers who have remarkable talent but lack the tools needed to start 
a professional writing career. More than $(# published works, 
including Cynthia Bond’s novel, Ruby (recently selected by Oprah 
Winfrey for Book Club ".#), began in the Emerging Voices 
Fellowship. Our Advocacy Network coordinates its petition efforts 
with those of PEN International on behalf of threatened and 
incarcerated writers worldwide. PEN in the Community provides 
generative writing workshops to area classrooms and community 
centers. Written work collected during each residency is 
professionally published in anthologies, which are invaluable 
windows into participants’ lives.  
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Finally, our annual Literary Awards bring welcome attention to the extraordinary writing, in 
a wide range of categories, which originates west of the Mississippi River. 
 
The board and staff of PEN Center USA have followed your story with equal parts interest 
and shock.  The stress of what you bore witness to during your time in the CIA, and the 
losses you’ve suffered as a result of your disclosures, is unfathomable.  You join a group of 
patriotic whistleblowers who have our deepest respect and admiration.  It would be 
especially meaningful to recognize you this year, following your release from prison and 
house arrest.  PEN Center USA is committed to the idea that you no longer remain silenced.   
 
We deeply hope that you’ll be willing to accept our First Amendment Award. We would like 
to schedule the Literary Awards Festival for sometime in October or early November, the 
precise date yet to be determined. We welcome your response at your earliest convenience. 
For any additional information about the organization or the evening, or to notify us of your 
acceptance, please contact Joanna Spilker at joanna@jspilker.com.  

 
Thank you for your consideration, and for your bravery.  
 
 
Warm regards, 
 

 
 
Michelle Meyering   Jamie Wolf 
Executive Director   Vice President and Benefit Chair 
PEN Center USA   On behalf of PEN Center USA’s Board of Directors  
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